Angiosarcoma following therapeutic irradiation.
This paper reports a case of angiosarcoma of the terminal ileum in a 66-year-old female. This angiosarcoma developed 8 years after postoperative irradiation for ovarian carcinoma. This case appears to be the sixth case of angiosarcoma arising at the site of therapeutic irradiation thus far reported in the literature. The fact that the angiosarcomas in these cases developed in anatomic sites, which are unusual for angiosarcomas in general, suggests that there is a cause-and-effect relationship between irradiation and angiosarcoma. Apart from the direct carcinogenic effect of irradiation, prolonged stimulation for tissue repair resulting from tissue damage secondary to irradiation-induced vascular changes may also play an etiologic role in the development of angiosarcomas in these cases.